FLEMING JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL

MATHEMATICS
2024-2025
Room 113
INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Derek Feather
 Phone: 970-265-2111 ext. 334 (school) or 970-520-9405 (cell)

E-mail: featherd@flemingschools.org

Availability: 7:45-7:55 a.m. and 3:50-4:30 p.m.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The course objectives will be taught through class work, group and class discussion, and problem solving skills.  Upon completion of any of these courses, students will be able to:

· Pose math questions, such as “What if…?” meaningfully and appropriately.
· Make conjectures and test their validity.

· Recognize and represent patterns mathematically or in prose.

· Appreciate algebra, geometry, or trigonometry as a connected, systematic branch of mathematics.

· Apply algebra, geometry, or trigonometry to solve problems in both mathematical and real-world contexts.

· Critique a logical argument.

· Communicate their mathematical understanding effectively and formulate complete, logical arguments to support their conclusions.

· Exhibit creativity and perseverance in mathematical problem solving, with the ability to determine when an approach is not working and a new direction is needed.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
CLASSROOM RULES:

1. Be ready to begin when the bell rings to start the period and work until the bell rings at the end of the period.  Don’t stand by the door or leave early!!
2. Bring all necessary materials to class each day and be responsible for those materials.
3. NO electronic devices – cell phones, iPods, tablets, Chromebooks, etc. – should be on and visible unless approved for classroom use by instructor.
4. Respect all parts of this classroom, including everyone and everything that is in it.  This includes being polite and courteous to one another and no use of profanity.

5. If you must leave the room for any reason, only one person is allowed to leave at a time and privileges will not be granted the first or last 10 minutes of class.
6. All other rules that will apply in this classroom are the school-wide rules, dress code, and the code of conduct that are listed in the student handbook.

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is very important in any mathematics course.  Mathematics is a progressive subject and the lessons build on each other, where each investigation, lesson, or unit adds new and valuable information.  In addition, it is imperative that students be present for class lectures, investigations, and discussions.  Therefore, good attendance is a must if you wish to get the most out of the information.
MATERIALS:

1. The primary tools that will be used in this class are the assigned textbook and any supplemental worksheets.
2. Three-ring notebook with paper for all individual/class work papers, quizzes, tests, etc. – PLEASE, NO SPIRALS!!! 
3. Pencil, various math tools, colored pencils, and grid paper
4. Composition notebook

CALCULATORS:
It is highly recommended that students purchase their own scientific calculator, as one will not be provided.  I recommend a TI30XIIS or TI30XS.  Students may choose to purchase a graphing calculator.  I recommend a TI-83, TI-84, or Casio fx-9750 GII, as these are allowed on most standardized tests and utilized in most colleges as well.  Students will not be allowed to use the calculator on their cell phone, iPod, or tablet on tests and quizzes.

CELL PHONES:

All cell phones will be turned off during class time.  Cell phones are a distraction to you and your fellow classmates.  In addition, the use of a cell phone is disrespectful to the instructor during lectures.  Students will be asked to store their cell phones away prior to tests and quizzes as they will not be allowed for use.
NOTE TAKING:

Taking notes is also a major part of class work – notes will help you when you do assignments and prepare for tests.  Note-taking is strongly encouraged in this class and students will be asked to take notes in a composition notebook.  Students will be assessed on note-taking as a classwork grade.

ASSIGNMENTS:

Classwork and homework assignments will be made of mostly individual work.  Classwork assignments will consist of assignments due the day they are assigned, most review assignments, vocabulary assignments, and composition notebook checks.  Homework assignments will include non-review assignments that are due a day or two after they are assigned.
· There will be an assignment assigned almost daily.  If you do not practice the concepts you are only hurting yourself. Assignments are essentially practice, and a very important part of learning and mastering skills.  Some assignments can be completed within the class period.

· Instruction and exercise assignments missed are the sole responsibility of the student.
· Each assignment should be completed on loose leaf, white, 8.5” x 11” lined paper with a proper heading including name, date, page number and problems.

· Assignments will be graded based upon accuracy, effort, and/or completeness, but it is only beneficial if you make sure it is correct.  Completed assignments include work shown; answers alone are unacceptable and will not receive full credit.

· Not all assignments will be collected and graded.

· Late assignments will not be accepted for full credit.  A student will receive one free late assignment per quarter.  Each additional late assignment will be reduced by 10% up to a maximum of 30% reduction.
· The amount of homework you have depends on the amount of effort you put into daily classroom assignments.

· If you attend school the day an assignment is due and you miss class because of a school-related activity, then you are expected to turn the assignment in before you leave or before 4:00 p.m. of that school day (if you return to school after the missed class).

· If you are absent the day an assignment is assigned, then you are expected to get that assignment the day you return to school.  You will have two school days (or the weekend if the assignment is picked up on Thursday or Friday) to complete the assignment and turn it in.

· If you are absent the day an assignment is due, then you are expected to turn the assignment in the day you return to school (regardless of whether the class meets or not).
ASSESSMENTS:

Quizzes

· At least two quizzes will be given during each chapter.
· All quizzes will have a 25-minute time limit.

· Quizzes will be announced in advance and may contain materials from the notes, readings from the text, or homework problems.

· Your response will be graded based on correctness of procedures, explanations, organization, and completeness.  All quizzes will be worth 25 points.
Exams
· Individual tests will be given at the end of every chapter.  Individual tests will be approximately 45-50 minutes in length and students may not get extra time to complete a test.  Individual tests will be worth 100 points. Any individual test scheduled for a day which you are absent is expected to be taken the day you return.  You are responsible for approaching me to make it up.  You will be given a zero for any test that is not taken in the allowed time period or is missed due to an unexcused absence.
· Students will be allowed to use their composition notebook for the last 20 minutes of the test.  If, for some reason, a student requires extra time to finish a test, he/she will not be allowed to use the composition notebook.

· If a student earns a better score on the chapter test, then that score will replace any or all of the quiz scores that are lower than the test score for that chapter.

· There will be a semester test after each semester.  All students will take the semester test. 
EXTRA CREDIT:

Do not ask for extra credit in this class because extra credit will not be given on an individual basis.
ACADEMIC HONESTY:
Fleming High School students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Unless specified otherwise, all work submitted by a student is to be the original creation of that student. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, stealing a test, plagiarism (including self-plagiarism), unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing school work (including providing other students with test questions and/or answers)  or unauthorized access or modification of any school records. These are considered serious offenses and will be referred to school administration.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:

Make yourself aware as to where you are to go in case of a fire or tornado and the procedures to take for all emergencies.
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DISCLAIMER:



This course syllabus is subject to change.  All changes will be announced in class.

**You must understand that you are here to learn how to be able to live independently!!!**

